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Introducing the Adjudicators

This year, a team of experienced theatre makers led by Rasa Fournier is adjudicating plays. This is Rasa's 5th year as head adjudicator. Hoku Gilbert has served as adjudicator before as has most of the rest of the team, Betty Burdick, Kevin Keaveney, and the Valaseks have donated their experience and good judgment several times. This is Alan Shepard’s first year adjudicating with us and we are very happy to have him on board.
We wish to thank Rasa and her team for joining us again this year. We are so proud to have such a distinguished panel of judges on board. The audience does not see the love and hard work they put into their job. Every year, each playwright receives valuable feedback in writing from the judges, and they tell me that is what they look forward to receiving the most.
Awards presented this year include best play, audience favorite, and best actor, and best director in both youth and adult categories. Winners will be announced at the Festival’s closing on Wednesday, September 30.
***
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Betty Burdick enjoys teaching, directing and acting. She has more than forty years of experience as an actor, performing all over the country, including Seattle, Minneapolis/St. Paul and New York. While acting on the mainland, Ms. Burdick coached professional actors and held seminars in Character Movement for the Actor. In 1995, she returned to Honolulu after an absence of 30 years to receive a Master of Fine Arts in Directing from the University of Hawaii at Manoa while teaching beginning acting and acting technique there. At Manoa Valley Theatre she has performed in To Kill a Mockingbird, Deathtrap, Wit and A Little Night Music. For The Actors' Group Betty has performed in Talking With, The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds, and Happy Days. For the Hawaii Shakespeare Festival, Ms. Burdick has played Leonata in Much Ado About Nothing, The Cardinal in King John, Pistol in an all-female version of Henry V and Aunt Julia in Hedda Gabler. Her directing credits include work at
the University of Hawaii, Manoa Valley Theatre, Kumu Kahua Theatre, Hawaii Pacific University, Leeward Community College, and Honolulu Theatre for Youth. She has just retired after teaching theatre at Leeward Community College for 20 years.
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Rasa Fournier returns for the fifth year as lead adjudicator for PlayBuilders’ Festival. She earned her MA in English at UH Manoa, where she also studied theater. She has enjoyed a long career in journalism, writing for local and international companies. Her resume includes theater reviews for Star-Advertiser and her byline on a MidWeek column called Art & Stage. Most recently, she received a Po’okela for playwriting for Woman’s Triumph, for Hawai’i Mission Houses. Her theatrical hats include performing and acting as assistant director in a variety of local stage productions for over 15 years and earning two Po’okela awards for her stage acting. She is currently an adjudicator with the Hawaii State Theatre Council.
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Hoku Gilbert has been invested in Hawaii's community theatre scene since high school, when she acted in productions for Windward Theatre Guild and Windward Performing Arts Theatre. Over the MANY years since she has continued to support local performing arts as an actor, voice artist, techie, director and enthusiastic audience member. She has a degree in journalism and a background in public speaking and debate
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Kevin Keaveney is the Artistic Director of Kailua Onstage Arts. He holds a degree in Theater from Yale University, a Guinness World Record for Binge-watching TV, and a torch for Isabella Rossellini. He has received Po'okelas for his work as an actor, director, playwright and set designer.
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Alan Shepard had been practicing theatre for over 20 years. He's been an actor, director, producer, writer, technician, builder, beggar, borrower, stealer whatever it takes to get the show upper!!! He hopes if you've seen anything he's been involved in that you enjoyed it.
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Karen Valasek, originally from Sunnyvale California, has been on O’ahu with husband and fellow thespian, Richard, for 32 years. She has been on stage in various theaters for 30 of those years, having received 4 Po’okelas for acting.
She was last seen as Justice Shallow across Zoom in HSF’s production of The Merry Wives of Windsor and has been part of the Mission Houses Pupu Theater playing the roles of Sarah Pierce Emerson (First Woman Doctor in the Sandwich Islands) and Cherilla Lowrey (Founder of the Outdoor Circle). A Kindermusik Preschool music teacher by trade, she has gone into early retirement due to Covid - 19.
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Richard Valasek Along with a few other degrees and certifications Richard has a BA in Theater Arts, his first. Other degrees have provided him a living; theater offers reason to live and has supported him spiritually for many years. Richard is known mostly as an actor (most recently on stage in Sons of the Prophet at TAG and as King Lear for the Hawaii Shakespeare Festival) but has also garnered awards and recognition for his work in sound design, mostly in partnership with his wife Karen and son Ian. Covid-19, an overall nasty patch, has provided some opportunities. We would have been away and not participated in this season’s Shakespeare festival. We got cast in The Merry Wives of Windsor and got a crash course in Zoom acting.
Face-to-face acting is great but doing the production in a virtual space allowed us to meet and act with people we would not have met. Add to that how healthy it is for old brains to stretch in new directions. Karen and I are also on the Worship Team of the First Unitarian Church of Honolulu and have been involved in producing weekly Zoom services every Sunday since the start of lockdown. I see new critical theory emerging for the theater.
***
 A Special Award from Matthew Kelty and the ARTS at Marks Garage:  

PlayBuilders is very pleased to announce that in addition to our traditional awards of “Best Play” and “Audience Favorite”, Mathew Kelty, executive director of the ARTS at Marks Garage, will choose a play which he will direct and produce in collaboration with PlayBuilders, at the ARTS next year. This is an unpresidented opportunity for one of our talented playwrights. Good luck!
 
Matthew Kelty  is an education and performing arts professional with extensive experience in non-profit arts and university settings. Experienced Artistic Director focused on creating and producing new work for the stage and film. Teacher and mentor with experience teaching practical and theoretical approaches to performance, non-profit management, and ethnographic research. Highly skilled team player with extensive experience in university and non-profit administration.


Producers

Terri Madden (Overall Festival)

Terri Madden is founder and producing executive director of PlayBuilders of Hawaii Theatre Company.  She holds a BA in political science, and a MFA in theatre from the University of Hawaiʻi. She is a member of the Dramatists Guild of America and is a recipient of Lisa Toshigawa Inouye Award for Excellence in Playwriting. She has been acknowledged many times for catagories in playwriting, directing, and acting in both straight plays and musicals by the Hawaii State Theatre Council. She is currently producing “Open Your Hearts Wide” by Marion Lyman-Mersereau, a play written with and for Hawaiian Missionary Descendants in collaboration with Hawaiian Mission Houses Historic Site and Archives scheduled for production in March and a set of videos titled “Bursting Bubbles” a project written with and for domestic violence surivivors in collaboration with the Hawaii State Coalition Against Dometic Violence which will be shown next month online and on ʻOlelo Community Television in time for Domestic Violence Awareness Month. This is Terriʻs ninth PlayBuilders Festival and this year marks over 100 plays that she has helped to introduce to Honolulu audiences.

Robert St. John  (Youth Devision)

Robert St. John has been teaching theatre and writing original plays with students at Le Jardin Academy in Kailua since 1990. He has a BA in English and Allied Language Arts from Western Kentucky University and an MFA in Creative Writing from the University of Oregon. In addition to teaching theater, he is the workshop coordinator for the Hawaii Thespian Festival and has helped to organize student play writing events with Kumu Kahua, The Actors Group, PlayBuilders Hawaiʻi, the Women’s Voices Festival, and Honolulu Theater for Youth. In 2014, he won a national teaching grant from the American Alliance for Theater and Education (AATE) for his work in teaching playwriting in Hawaii. He has previously written two plays for the PlayBuilders Festival--Saving Mofo in 2017 (Best Play Award) and Universal Monsters in 2018. He wrote Vile Jelly last winter, prompted by his own experience with rats, toads, dogs, eye surgery, hurricanes, and Dungeons and Dragons, and feels its keen relevance in this comically existential time. 
Program
Veronica Vera- The kind of girl who moves to Hawaii on a whim, and never leaves. She has become Hawaiiʻs theater communityʻs go to person for all things presented  online  since the CORONA virus hit. She is creative manager of Indigo Alliance Hawaiʻi.

Charles M. Kaaiai- Charles is contracted by Hawaii Seafood Council to do the Fish Auction tours on Saturdays. He also consults on the Seafood Council’s current Fish 101 S-K education grant for Guam, CNMI and American Samoa. He was a reviewer for Saltonstall-Kennedy Grants program in 2017. I worked for the Fishery Council for 18 years as their community and indigenous program coordinator. He wrote and acted in community theater in the 70s and 80s. My last theatrical work was in 1993. It was the centennial re-enactment of the overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom in 1893. IVicky Kneubuhl wrote the play and Dallas Mossman Vogeler directed. He produced the re-enactment as part of the Hui Na’auao, the sovereignty education project. After that intense 3 years of work Ihe swore that he would not do another theatrical production again. Welcome back, Charles!
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Mahalo nui loa to... 
John Berger and the Honolulu Star-Advertiser 

Fletch Young 

The PlayBuilders Board of Directors including: 

President:Paul Kuehn, 
Vice President:Kevin Bardsley-Marcial, |

Treasurer: Mary Pat Ashby,
Secretary:Deanna Espinas, 
General Members: Donna Prather, Robert George Yokoyama, Charles M. Kaaiai, Matthew Kelty, Michael Markrich, and Elaine Valdov.

And all the directors and playwrights for all their hard work in adjusting to this new way of producing the playfestival this year. You have worked hard and have done an amazing job! ###
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